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.of the Order of St. John of Jerusalem, and Colonel Sir
Herbert Perrott, Secretary of the Order. Past and present
members of the school can obtain tickets for the distribu-
tion and concert by making early application to Mr. C. J.
Downer, Fairfield, Willesden-park, N.W.
THE NAVAL EXAMINATION.
The under-mentioned gentlemen who recently competed
for appointments as Surgeons in the Royal Navy have been
.granted commissions :-
’c. H. J. Itobinson ........ 2634
H. Huskinsoii, M.B....... 2579
E. S. Tuck............... 2548
H. G. T. Major ............ 2529
M. P. Jones ............ 2372
A. W. B. Livemy, M.B.... 2344
11. H. Gill, M.B .......... 2289
W. D. Adams, M.A., M.B.... 2244W. R. Trythall............ 2233
IE. G. E. O’Leary......... 2188J. C. Itowan, M.B.......... 2155R. A. !toss, M.B.. .. 2042
THE CLARENCE SMITH CASE.
We learn from the Indian papers that the commission
.appointed to investigate the facts connected with the case
of Surgeon-Major Clarence Smith of the Indian Medical
Service, to which, it will be remembered, we have already
referred, have terminated their inquiry, but the result has
not been promulgated.
We are informed by a correspondent that the common iliac
artery was tied through a median laparotomy at Dover Castle
Station Hospital on Sunday last for a very large diffuse
aneurysm involving the common femoral and external iliac
arteries. Reports made np to date state that the patient
is doing well. The operation was performed by Brigade-
Surgeon-Lieutenant-Colonel W. F. Stevenson, assisted by
,Surgeon-Major Whitehead and the officers of the hospital.
We hope to give a full report of the case later.
The Secretary of State has sanctioned the amalgamation
of the three branches (Bengal, Madras, and Bombay) of the
Indian Medical Service into one service under the admini-
strative control of the Government of India, and has also
accepted a proposal that the Surgeon-General with the
Government of India should be the head of the amalgamated
service under the designation of Director-General of the
Indian Medical Service.
A dinner was given on the llth inst. by the officers of
the Army Medical Staff at Shorncliffe to Brigade-Surgeon-
Lieutenant-Colonel J. H. Reynolds, V.C., who will shortly
retire from the service.
Correspondence.
THE "PRIMARY" EXAMINATION OF THE
ROYAL COLLEGE OF SURGEONS
OF ENGLAND.
" Audi alteram partem."
To the Editors of THE LANCET. I
SiRs,-In sequel to a letter re the Elementary Examina-
tions in Anatomy" in THE LANCET of Oct. 19th of this year,
I propose to say a few words about the Second Examination
or "Primary." This is an examination in which candidates
are expected to have a fair knowledge of human anatomy
and physiology. The candidate is not admitted to it unless
he has previously passed an examination in elementary
anatomy, biology, chemistry and practical chemistry,
materia medica, and physics. I think I have shown pretty
clearly that the examination in elementary anatomy is
practically a useless one, or worse than that, one which
instead of being a real help to the student is a draw-
back, and one which might readily be dispensed with
as it is in the London University examination, becausedn the majority of cases it causes a student to waste
much valuable time in his first winter and, worse than that,
demoralises him. The Second Examination is really a good
all-round one, so far as its requirements go, though its results
are often startling and unaccountable ; but that one can be
prepared for to some extent in any examination which is
conducted by an examining board when the members of
which for the most part know nothing of the college work of
the student. These results, as I have before said, are
sometimes startling, many students sometimes passing who
scarcely ought to pass, and many others failing who ought
-certainly to pass.
In an examination partly conducted by teachers such
results could scarcely come about because one examiner at
least knows what the candidate knows by what he has
done in the class examinations he has from time to time
as a teacher conducted ; but in such an examination as that
held by the Royal College of Surgeons, and especially in the
onxx-wcc, which lasts only ten minutes, s me grave errors are
constantly committed. The element of luck largely enters
into such examinations, and thus the most ignorant student
may pass, and frequently does, whilst the hard-working,
plodding, and conscientious student, who often is nervous
because he thinks he may be questioned on knotty points
which the more ignorant man never heard of, gets ploughed."
I am not speaking theoretically here-I speak from a large
experience of both kinds of students. It may, of course, be
urged that London University students suffer the same dis-
advantages, but that is not so : they have two papers on
anatomy with usually not less than six or seven questions
on them, and these are followed by a two hours’ examina-
tion on practical anatomy, giving a student a much better
chance of showing what he knows than when he has
one "paper" of four or five questions followed by ten
minutes’ questioning. In the latter case a candidate is very
much more the possible victim of circumstance. His examiner
rot knowing him may be curt, petulant, angry, sarcastic,
tired, or indifferent, any of which conditions may upset the
mental balance of the wretched candidate, especially if he
be of the nervous type I have mentioned-and unfortunateiy
the nervous men are, in the main, distinctly above the
average, according to my experience, the most jaunty being
usually the most ignorant-and he fails. He has worked
well from beginning to end, and is naturally discouraged on
knowing that his easy-going fellow student has passed. No
one knows better than the teacher the injustice of the thing,
and no one better than the provincial teacher. It seems tome
that the provincial student labours under a greater disadvan-
tage than the London student, for the latter has at least the
satisfaction of knowing that there is a possibility of his
teacher examining him, or at least being present during the
examination (I do not by this cast the slightest insinuation of
favouritism, but I mean that the student who is examined by
his teacher must have a better chance of passing creditably
than one who is not, because that teacher cannot but know
something of the student’s history).
It is unfortunate that so many of the examiners belong to
London when so many of the candidates are drawn from the
provincial schools. There are ten such schools in England
alone, and I believe that there are only two examiners drawn
from them. The regulations at present debar men who
do not possess the qualifications of the Royal College of
Surgeons of England, which means that the majority of pro-
vincial teachers are excluded, although they are for the
most part entirely occupied with the teaching of ana-
tomy. If these regulations are unbreakable, much
still can be done. A certain amount of information
as to a student’s career could be obtained by so remodelling
the "forms" for admission to the examination and adding
i to them a clause to the effect that the candidate’s application
must be backed up by a report of his work, along with the
marks he has obtained in the class examinations" held
during the time prescribed for study. At present he is sup-
posed to have attended class examinations," but it seems
to be a matter of indifference as to whether he obtained 1 or
100 per cent. in them. Obviously such a clause, as it at
present exists, is useless.
Then there is another point which is of vast importance
both to the teacher and the student. At present when a
student passes the Primary Examination he passes, and
there is an end of it. He may make 100 per cent. or
he may make a modest 50; in either event he is neither
better nor worse than his fellow, and he is none the
wiser. There certainly ought. to be some improvement
here. I do not know what powers the Board possesses, but it
seems to me that it would be a simple matter to add to a
man’s pass certificate, "with credit," or "with great credit,"
if the giving of "honours" be impossible. I think I am
right in saying that this is now done in the triple qualifi-
cation of Scotland. Could this be done it would alter the
state of affairs completely. At present, as matters stand,
the good student who has resolved on taking the "qualifi-
cation" of the Conjoint Board has no inducement to do more
than a certain amount of work, and the lazy student’s mind
is chiefly occupied with making the marks necessary to pull
him through. It is very considerate of the College to regard
1321
’all the holders of its qualifications as being of equal
intelligence; but it is an idea which is on the face of it
’untenable, and it has a bad effect on all concerned.
Many a man would work with pleasure to pass his examina-
tions "with credit" could he do so, and there is little doubt
but that he would the more readily find employment after
doing so, but as things are he knows that fifty marks are of as
much value to him as a hundred, and he consequently directs
his studies accordingly, not trying to get up as much know-
ledge as possible, but puzzling his brains chiefly with a view
to finding out how much knowledge he will require to display
in order to make the necessary fifty marks, and he is a clever
teacher who can persuade a student to read in order to make
fifty-one marks when fifty will suffice. We who have passed
our examinations and are becoming fogeys, so to speak,
find it easy to say that it is a student’s fault if he does not
make the most of his opportunities, but if we think for a
moment of our student days I think we will admit that our
enthusiasm for work was largely regulated by the oppor-
tunities we had of obtaining some definite recognition of
that work. The seriousness of the question arises most
impressively to the "newly qualified" man who seeks em-
ployment. Ninety-nine men out of a hundred have nothing
by which they can claim greater recognition than their
fellows. They can only say they have the necessary legal
qualifications just as hundreds more have, and as to testi-
monials, the less said of them the better. It is a high
ideal, no doubt, to suppose that every man possessing the
M.R.C.S., L.R.C.P. is as good as his fellow M.R.C.S.,
L.R.C.P., but in these matter-of-fact days ideals are little
more than ideals, especially where employment and the
making of daily bread are concerned. If there be any objec-
tion at all in the giving of a student credit for the work
he does, it is in giving it at the time when he does that
work ; in other words, when he passes his examination. To
be more precise, it may be argued that it is a bad thing to
indicate to a student that he has obtained credit in a certain
subject at the time of passing that examination, because it
may cause him to specialise in one subject to the neglect of
the other. That is certainly a serious objection, but one
that could easily be got over by announcing at the time of
passing the Final Examination the subjects in which the
student has distinguished himself. I am sure that this is a
proceeding which would give the greatest satisfaction to all
candidates for the M.R.C.S. and L.R.C.P. and to medical
men requiring assistants; in fact, many members of both
classes have assured me that they would hail with the
greatest possible satisfaction such an innovation. I
feel very strongly that the much-vexed questions of "a
degree for London students and "a Teaching University
for London" are the outcome of an honest desire on
the part of qualificates of the Royal Colleges of Surgeons and
Physicians to show something more for their work than the
mere letters M.R.C.S. and L.R.C.P.; and I feel sure that there
would not be the unseemly squabbling’ over who is to be
called " Dr." and who not if men could obtain a diploma of
’which they might be proud, one which would be a
’certificate either of ability or hard work, or of both.
T am Sirs vrmrR fnitlifiillv.
EDWARD FAWCETT, M.B. Edin.,
Professor of Anatomy, University College, Bristol.
Nov. 5th, 1895.
"THE ADMISSION OF WOMEN TO THE ROYAL
COLLEGES OF PHYSICIANS OF LONDON
AND SURGEONS OF ENGLAND."
To the Editors of THE LANCET.
SiRs,-I have read with great interest the two letters that
have appeared in THE LANCET of Nov. 16th in reference
to the question of women being admitted to the examina-
’tions of the Royal Colleges. Having been present at the
general meeting of Fellows and Members of the Royal
College of Surgeons of England on the 7th inst., I heard the
views expressed on both sides, and I think that Mr. Hastings
Gilford’s letter represents as a whole the general feeling of
the Fellows, and that of Mr. A. S. Morton the consensus
- of opinion among the majority of the Members who
were present. The latter’s remarks are quite in keeping
with those made by the Members who spoke on that occasion,
and it seems to me not a little surprising that the antagonists
of the ladies are not able to advance any more sound or
’Cogent reasons for their opposition than have hitherto been
expressed. One Member remarked that it was a horrible
sight to see women operate, to which he received the im-
mediate answer that it was also a horrible sight to see some
men operate. Again, he said that women were incapable of
arresting hsemorrhage by reason of their tendency to faint at
the sight of blood, and ingeniously added that 7te had never
seen a man so affected. To this I may say that those who
have had long experience at our medical schools know that
men often faint at the sight of blood, whereas nurses rarely
if ever do.
Such statements as the above quoted are evidently made
at random, and Mr. Morton also falls into the error of
thinking that mere assertion is argument. For instance, he
says that ladies are " neither required nor wanted (sic) on
the roll of the Royal Colleges, but surely this is no reason
for their non-admittance ; for are there not many men yearly
obtaining diplomas from the said Colleges who in the present
overcrowded state of the profession may equally be con-
sidered as " neither required nor wanted"? Nevertheless, on
this plea we do not bar their way. In another part of his
letter he asks, apparently with fear and trembling, " What is
to prevent women, in the event of their taking the Fellow-
ship of either College, from occupying the professorial
chairs ?" " adding that in that case we should have the
"glaring anomaly of women teaching the men," and
pathetically exclaiming, " This is no fancy picture." On this
point, I fear, there is little consolation to offer him, for if
women ever attain a greater amount of knowledge than men it
would surely be more glaringly anomalous were the latter to
refuse to profit by their teaching on the trivial question of
sex. Again, he asserts that " from a recent glaring case
women, from their teaching and practices, are prepared to
inculcate acts of direct and open immorality." Must we
infer from this that Mr. Morton is not more logical than to
generalise from an individual instance ?
If no sounder reasons than the above can be advanced
against the women’s claim methinks it were more comely to
preserve silence on the subject, since the only construction
that can be put upon these views is that they arise from
mere dread of competition. Indeed, that this fear is the
main reason for the hostile attitude displayed by the
opposition party I have no doubt whatever.
It were regrettable if these gentlemen have come to such
a pass that they should strive to do away with so great an
incentive to progress. Is it not the very competition that we
are open to that creates within us a spirit of emulation-
that inspires us to achieve greater things ? To fear com-
petition, then, and to be jealous of a neighbour’s chance
of success, is verily an acknowledgment of weakness.
On the other hand, to defy competition by man-
fully keeping abreast of the times by an ever-constant
pursuit of knowledge is surely a more worthy course to follow
for the purpose of safeguarding and preserving professional
status than to resort to the baser means of barring the doors
to new-comers.
In conclusion, I would say that if the body of Members
wishes to have a voice in the management of the Royal
College of Surgeons of England, it must see that its repre-
sentatives are able to decide questions of importance without
prejudice or jealousy, and so show themselves possessed of
that width of learning and depth of general culture so
essential to those who hold the reins of government.
T am- Sirs. vmirs faithfullv-
W. ERNEST MILES, F.R.C.S. ENG.
Kensinaton, W., Nov. 18th, 1895.
To the Editors of THE LANCET.
Sms,-I rather fancy that Sir Walter Scott was to blame
in having had his share in the production of the "new
woman," for was it not he who sowed the medical seed in
the female mind by commenting, in an unguarded moment,
upon the value of woman in the sick room ? It is natural to
suppose, however, that the "ministering angel" of his
imagination came armed only with the average feminine
attributes, rather than brandishing a medical diploma
in one hand and a catheter in the other. In any case,
it certainly seems strange that the medical profession-
and by this I mean the actual practice of the pro-
fession as distinguished from nursing-should attract
women; but no doubt it is, as Mr. Gilford remarks in his
letter, one of the signs of the times, for the new woman is,
par excellenre, a morbid product, and it is, therefore, quite
intelligible that she should wish to study morbid anatomy.
